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George Douglas Mach

January 1893 and was educated at Owens School.




At the outbreak of the war in 1914 he was employed in the
llustrations and Publicity Department of Ovaltine.




At the outbreak of the war he enlisted in to the Bedfordshire Regiment
and in April 1915 he joined the 15t Battalion on Hill 60, just before the
Germans launched the famous gas attack on the 22",

\




“our front lines were little more than
sandbagged ditches with corpses protruding
here and there, the whole area was invested
with rats....... | was on intelligence duties,
sketching trenches and sniping, with some
Inter-lines patrolling.....| continued front line
duty until the vile winter of 1915, when a long-
deferred leave at last came through”.



Spencer —type balloon of 23 KB Section in Abeele May 1918 when Captain Machin was
acting commander
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Machin’s original recommendation for the
Distinguished Flying Cross

“When heavily shelled and his balloon has
been hit he has remained up on several
shoots in which he was engaged or to
range artillery on to the gun which was
shelling him. On two occasions the balloon
lost so much gas that it fell fast at the
end”.



“On October 14t 1918, this officer with
another was up at a height of over 5000
feet In a balloon when they were attacked
and were forced to jump out Iin their
parachutes which collided, and the cords
of one got round Lieutenant Machin’s
neck. He narrowly escaped strangulation
and had a very heavy shock when landing
as the parachutes remained locked
together”.



“In spite of these incidents, Lieutenant
Machin has always retained his keenness
and nerve, and continues to set an
excellent example to all Observers in his
Wing. Throughout this year Lieutenant
Machin has set a fine example to the
balloon officers of this Army. In both
retirement and advance he has kept his
balloons in action and in touch with the
R.A".



London Gazette 8" February 1919

Lieut. George Douglas Machin. _
; | (FRANCE)
- This officer sets a fine example of cool
courage and devotion to duty to all balloon
officers of his section. Subjected to heavy
shell fire, with his balloon damaged by same,
he has on several occasions remained in the
air-and continued his observations. Twice
hig balloon so damaged fell rapidly, landing
him on the roof of a house the first time, and
on the second occasion in a wood. On
anpther occasion, forced to make a hurried
descent, his parachute collided with that of
his fellow observer, and he had a heavy shock
on landing. Unshaken by such incidents,
ke retains his keenness and nerve.




During the 15t War he undertook illustration work in

“Blighty”




()
S
N
®
(@))
©
=
>
)
<
=%
af

TP PR W TUTE SRR e AR




At the end of hostilities he served on attachment to the Supply and
Transport Corps from the Indian Army Reserve of Officers for several
years
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Wedding Day
215t September 1920
Bombay Cathedral




Bombay Cathedral










He returned to civilian life as a sports cartoonist for the Daily Mirror, he
later became a freelance artist, working for many of the big newspapers
and magazines, including the Tatler.
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With the outbreak of the 2" World war he was commissioned in to the
Royal Army Service Corps.
He was shipped to the middle east where he was seriously wounded at
Tobruk by an exploding shell.




Whilst in hospital suffering from two broken legs he was spotted by
Randolph Churchill sketching from his hospital bed, which resulted in it
being arranged for him to be transferred G.C.H.Q. at Cairo where he
drew illustration for military instruction manuals.




A typical military manual that he worked on.










Distinguished Flying Cross,
1914-15 Star.

British War Medal1914-20

Victory Medal 1914-19.
M.I.D.(R.A.F.).
1939-45 Star.
Africa Star.
Defence and War Medals
Royal Naval Auxiliary Long Service
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“Pass it man, don’t hang on to it!”



















A trip to Australia in 1978
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“Could you lend me a hand to pull a few strings.....my Royal Mine Watching Service.”

T4¢ creator, ™ _— ..
of Tlensions Lamous™ iy Jurvf> i

/ b \ P
eel a8l Ly Coxionsng nias L 3544




Strernge orngs on =y e Dg!r!g"ngtou Amateur Ditamatic —
7 ALRLT e P aupiter Lamghs Socety
e Tho R

1‘e}'lann\’
emie
7
| %

Vivian' 1 '
Driaul Sale !
Vemer ’ |

Ay T2

o Berman




8 A \
I svant

that Z
TmooIT ./

—n? De
S wre
220
5@&' zZ
zer 271 enag

T \1arL
SalL =5 Zie Aatrone

zre JecprZas .Z,awé/z,& %
T Crorzens Foorce



Wl Zf) s = D e =8 o

- ¢ s ”
Z/Z (L zzlesr 2. 2zxeos ks rrcy bore v nbeis
j Zurmadze SScer










s orrt i




R -z'.‘gb-§-_

. e o T
‘"0--“.‘-&: PR e m e
‘t’” oS, /’Jf"'y‘”m ESusrex

Qleve , Mrs Mackire, Jimar., Sk, He» (hessheans



Major R F G Shaw TD
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He took his pencil and sketchbook on five world tours. The
Americans loved him and a sketch he prepared of Robert
Kennedy was framed and presented to the senator shortly

before his assassination.
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Tim Jarman, his wife Sue, formerly Machin and niece of
Douglas, with their family
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Sussex Express 28t January 1985
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Daily Mail in May 2007
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Kite Balloon Recollections
Captain G D Machin, DFC

A the age of 21 on the outbreak of WW1, I left my job in
Diustrations and Publicity Department of the ‘Ovaltine’

g

. | managed to stretch my vacation by two extra
days and then obtained # lift back
FE% '“.l to my unit at Lydd ir an

B

the abysmal conditions in the Ypres salient. Unfortunately,
the French passed onlo us a personal vermin legacy which
started a trench fever epidemic. | was hospitalised at Etaples
and sent to England, as my temperature had scared to danger
point. After recovery in Lady Onsiow's Clandon Park
hospital, my posting took me to the 2nd Battalion, stationed
at Felixtowe, With the help of General R J Kentish, the
famous pioneer of all Army sport, for whom at his battle
school in France I had sketched at socials, [ was able to tran-
sfer to the Bth Officer Cadet Battalion, Lichfield and, after
being commissioned, was posted successively to the KSLI
and the Royal Hampshire Regiment, thence applying for
seconding to the RFC.

23 KB SECTION

Flying had always fascinated me. Graham White used to
land opposite my Bushey home, visiting the famous actress,
Maxine Elliott, and I could recall the early airships and had
sketched for FLIGHT magazine and its rival, hte AERO-
PLANE. With no interest in, or aptitude for mechanics, motor
engines and so on, | was happy to join the more static kite
balloon side of the RFC, feeling that my sketching of terrain
and hostile enemy emplacements ete could be useful, given
scope. Firstly, of course, I had to earn my Observer’s single

I was not one of the lucky ones trained at the RFC ball
oon ground at Roehampton, being transferred from RFC
HQ on the Somme back to the dreaded Ypres salient. I had
to leam about the hundreds of guys and stays inside and

Regia-  outside the envelope, gas cylinder filling techniques, selection

of balloon sites, the mechanics of our Lancia Scammell winch



oy, twe Croom ey

4 doal of map rwad
boration with our
to 23 Section,

sl company tsmaport (one Pedlord
wirdees And some molor Dakes ), plus a goee
ing and the technicalities n n.n‘\n‘ n collal
artillery baltartes My Nt KB posting was X -
opemting In the mud and battered terraln of 'lhl Ypres sal

jenst, and commanded hy Captain Dayvid "Solty' Baner, DFX
A dn sefore my arrival (September 1. 1018) the famous
sctor Basl Hallem in the sdjoining 3 Section had hoen killed
when his parschute fatied tn open. Like most other Obmervers,
sheetls of paper betweoan the
ds. Our seif-made hames of Willesden canvaa,
by a corparal Otter, -:: K w-'ul belt and

tder pleces stiached by trouser ttons

m';o.:mq.unkl‘; than | had expected, | found mysell thank-
ing God that the buttons were well stitched on, for during

my frst Observation duty on my second day with the unit i
was shot down in Mames [ was aloft with a stout [rishman,
14 Duly, when an enety alrcealt dived out of the clouds, his
(racers almost immediately igniting the gesbiag. Daly signalied
me out immediately and for the first few hundred feat of my
a1 1 found mysell upside down. The ‘plop’ of the mushroam.-
ing pure sifk and one's sudden suspension In #4ill nir afler the
shrill howling of the wind through the basket ropes whilst up
observing was a pleasant contrast, and the sight of Daly akso
safely out both of us well clear of the flaming, plammet.
ting baltoon and the gontle spprosch to the good earth was
an incredible experionce. A few minutes after landing we saw
the attacking enemy plane Lry

to force down one of our slow
twossaters. A lucky shot by the gunner kil the German pilot
e ihve head and he crashed not too far from our KB site
In those early days It was the practios for observers to rip
up their silk Nfe-saver and later got gird friends to make, from
lengths of It, silk gloves nothing warmer under leather fly-
ing gloves long hose to go under Nying boots, plus some
‘trills’ for themselves! Sometime Iater 23 Soction was taken
over by Captain Jimmy Jameson, nephew of the South Africs
Boor war Jameson of Raid fame. He was a marvellous charsc-
ter who stuttered a great deal after a ‘Shorthormn’ crash, which
made his humour somehow more pungent “PPPut TT That
BB HIvody light out. It's LLLike the CCCrystal PPPPPalace™,
he'd say as he walked round our billets at dusk checking for
any light that might be showing, The story he told of Belgian

‘allocnatics’ was moat remembered. In the early days the

Belgians had a teamn of horses harnessed to a single turn round

a drum from which the suspension wire ran up to the balloon.

When » speck miles away indicated a Hun plane, there was a

colossal flap, & hom blew and, without any warning to the

wrotched pair in the basket, the rider on the leading hore
awiped his mount and the whole outfit up top descanded
like a stone, with the two observers in a tangled heap!

Another amusing anecdote was recalied by one of
observers, on leave in London during a Gotha raid. Around
that time one lone free balloon from Roshampton with =
couple of our chaps aboard on a tmining course happened
slong, the frightened occupants scared out of thelr wits, one
imagines. “"Ah"", said one old lady in Regent Street, “"Here
comes our air force st last — late as usual”™!

) Refecting though, in the sallent we did have some grim
times Notably [ remember my first days in the balloons,
sitting up pre-dawn awalting zero hour for the big Passchen-
dale and Poelcapelle shambles when, as it always seemed,
heavy main stagnated our ‘pushes’ In seas of mud
however a wonderful sight to see the whole line below us
suddenly opening up with colossal barrages preceding the
over the top' signals. Due to the shell-pocked muddy terrain
Lmu‘nd Ypres, our operating area was always restricted and
he Scammell winch had to be placed on railway sleepers. The
pain bugbear wasn't therefore alreraft attack, but dally fire
rom a long-range rallway gun firing a 9. 2.inch shell with a
lockwork f.uw from the blur In the distance which was
fouthulst Forest., “Clockwork Charlie’ we called it, and
wunted on rmalls he could run up and down, 5o that our
ounter batteries’ replies were most difficult. Apart from this
ur own Corps weren't llalsing too well with adjoining Corps,
:.ﬂ:l we had Lo put up with the devil. We could plainly see

e orange flash as the gun fired and 32 seconds Iater

e shell would explode behind us. The next was usually in

our

It was

39 K Section, 1918 |

Caprtain G D Machin DFC O
with Lt Xerre (left) and Lt Buckingham, two of Kis
G D Ma
front and, #s we couldn’t mave too well, we knew whete the
and enormous

gun was very accumte
i1 wizz by or through us
ed and a fragment went between my
The fragile envelope was riddled
e wind

noxt would land, The
chunks of 9-inch shell wo
observer with me woun
legs, toaring my flying coat
every day and the Cacquot would defiate Inwards
would then get into the depression and twirl us free from the
eable. It was & tricky job staying in the basket and bringing
the balloon to earth by valving. Shellfire cut the cable on at
least two other Ocoasions, once 1n a 0 mph snowstonm

I had one

39 SECTION

When 1 took over command of our companion
39 KB Section, the policy 1 myself adopted was never to
haul down when we were thus shelled. | would Lry and
stick it or obviously the enemy would know he was on
target, Our work was, of coume, 0% counter-battery
‘shoots’. Major Cochran, MC OC 23 and 39 Sectiona, and 1
would visit howitzer observation posts, soeking collabomtion
on ‘shoots’ and we would combine with RESs guiding guns
onto targets. Enomy targets weoren't all that essy to pin
down for the terrain below us was nothing but a shell
pocked sen of mud, with here and there the blurred lines of
old hedges, stumps and willows marking ‘beekea’ (dmainage
ditches) and pinky looking small blobs of rubble that had
once been farms. As an all-round press artist, | was able to
paint in quite a fow landmarks on our balloon map board
and this belped myself and my observers considerably
During dally operations we would note originating enemy
flashes with our gridded Map 6 glasses — bigger magnification
from a swaying basket didn't work due to the difficulty in
focussing — and pass them down our telephone line to our
chartroom who were in tum on lines to battery HQs. We'd
got “Stand by for single rounds or salvos', then, when the
shells were on target, our ranging was “So many degrees
right or laft, Or over or short". There'd be great excitement

unit,



he snfemour Yprex Sehent, photogrephed from ¢ 2 Wing KB, kote 1917 ond showing typecsl

terrain over whick KB obeervers had (0 opercie

when we'd ‘phone down “Targel and big explosion™ —
probably smumugzition going up. Mainly our “shools’ were

g

G-inch and Einch bowitzers, but more exciling was
for 12inch guns and uwsually once 3 day for a
ine 15-inch whose exploding shells were like mines going
One such marine 15-inch was commanded by Major
pd Georpe, 2 brother of the Prime Minister who had
tremendous quantities of ammunition that
avaiisbie at that lime. | can recsll my infantry days

when the popular joke was “Ounly a field battery
t our {ront line with a limit of six rounds » day — two
io No Man's Land, two duds for the enemy and 2 couple of
shorts in our own fines.” Now we'd be ranging 100ib of high
cx;laqn onto one pillbox or suspect hostile battery location.

During later operations on the Somme, | was lucky to
escape when we were sttacked by six Fokkers My compan-

e

£l

B Vaan collection

ion was 2 man called Gwatkiz on his first top wp. | got him
safely away but afler my exit my "chute entangled with his
and we came down dutching easch other, surrounded by the
EA all firing at = Fortunately, some Camels came aiong
and chased off the Hums, bringing one down. When Hums
attacked our balicon lines we usuaily havled down gquickly,
but | ssved ours on two occssions by kesping alofl
The German machine took the “easy omes’ al the jower jevel
All in all, by reason of our static position, | consider we
did a good job. In good, cloudiess weather visibility was
often superd, and we needed it with such a deplonble,
indistinct, drab landscape below us. Hauling down at sunsel
with glowing fires of buming ammunition dumps marking
the resuits of good counter-battery ‘shools’ gave us much
atisfaction, and we must have erssed many, many Hun
pillboxes in the final advance to victory. e



Ixon Noonan Webb

A fine Great War Balloomatic’s DLF.C. group of ecight awarded to Captain G. D. Machin, Royal Alr Force, late
Bedfordehire Regiment and Royal Flying Corps. and afterwards Rayal Army Service Corps and Royal Naval Ausiliary
Service: gallant service In Kite Balloorns aside, during which he had some miraculoos escapes, he was severely
wounded 3t Tobeuk in 1942 and established himaelf as the acclaimed cartooanist and ilhntrator ~AMac™
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George Douglas Machin having the last laugh.




